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Discipline/Program:

Course
Transfer 

Status
Minumum Requirements Qualifying Fields

PHIL 1301 Introduction to Philosophy

PHIL 1303 Principles of Reasoning

PHIL 1304 Introduction to World Religions

PHIL 2289, 2389 Academic Cooperative in

Philosophy

PHIL 2303 Introduction to Symbolic Logic

PHIL 2306 Introduction to Ethics

PHIL 2307 Introduction to Social and

Political Philosophy

PHIL 2316 Survey of Ancient and Medieval 

Philosophy

PHIL 2317 Survey of Modern/

Contemporary Philosophy

PHIL 2321 Existence and Faith

UT

Prefered:  Master's or higher degree in a qualifying field.

Acceptable: Master's or higher degree in another field with 

18 graduate hours in a qualifying field. 

Philosophy

Theology (designated courses)

Philosphy (PHIL)

Notes:

(D) Developmental

(UN) Undergraduate not designed to transfer

(UT) Undergraduate designed to transfer



HCC Philosophy Discipline 
Credentialing Guidelines 

 
1.  Minimum Requirement for hiring Philosophy faculty:   Masters degree from 
an accredited college or university or foreign evaluation indicating the US 
equivalent of a masters degree, plus 18 graduate hours in Philosophy (PHIL).   
It is the HCC Credentialing Office’s responsibility under the supervision of the 
Vice Chancellor for Instruction, to insure and enforce compliance with HCC 
credentialing minimum requirements.    However, it is the discipline’s 
responsibility in cooperation with the Credentialing Office to establish minimum 
standards that all PT and FT faculty must meet. 
 
2.  Preferred:   PhD, or MA in Philosophy.   SACS Comprehensive Standards 
state “When determining acceptable qualifications of its faculty, an institution 
gives primary consideration to the highest earned degree in the discipline in 
accordance with [SACS guidelines].  The institution also considers competence, 
effectiveness, and capacity, including, as appropriate, undergraduate and 
graduate degrees, related work experiences in the field, professional licensure and 
certifications, honors and awards, continuous documented excellence in teaching, 
or other demonstrated competencies and achievements…” 
 
3.  Rules governing analogous graduate coursework:   A department chair, or 
prospective faculty member may request the Philosophy Discipline Committee to 
conduct a review of graduate transcripts for the purpose of obtaining approval for 
analogous credit in Philosophy.   If analogous credit is found, a report of the 
review will be prepared for the HCC Credentialing Office that lists any Philosophy 
courses (PHIL) plus those courses determined to be analogous, and the graduate 
credit hours they represent for use in maintaining minimum standards.   The report 
will also include a list of courses from the discipline’s inventory that the 
prospective faculty member is approved to teach.   The inclusion of analogous 
graduate credit in meeting minimum standards is not approval to teach any and all 
courses in the discipline’s inventory.   The discipline chair will notify department 
chairs of this limitation after the HCC Credentialing Office approves the report.   
In the absence of this review, the HCC Credentialing Office will only approve 
candidates who meet HCC credentialing minimum requirements, which is a 
Masters degree plus 18 graduate hours in Philosophy (PHIL). 
 



All reviews of a prospective faculty member’s transcripts will be conducted on a 
case by case, course by course basis, including documentation of course content 
from the institution and/or department that awarded credit, and must be from an 
accredited college or university or foreign evaluation indicating the US equivalent.   
Courses with course content in line with typical graduate courses in philosophy 
graduate programs fall into this category, if and only if there is sufficient 
documentable evidence of such equivalency.   Documentable evidence includes 
course descriptions that include detail of course content, and/or course syllabi.   It 
is the responsibility of the Discipline Chair to maintain this evidence and to make 
it available to the HCC Credentialing office, if requested.   Evidence may be 
maintained in either hard-copy, or electronic form, but electronic documents are 
preferred.    
 
4.  Except in the case of fulltime faculty and persons holding an earned degree 
of PhD in Philosophy, the following guidelines will be followed by the discipline 
committee when determining what courses a prospective faculty member may 
teach in cases involving discipline approval of analogous credit.  In the case of 
courses that offer a discipline approved “Special Emphasis” or topic, said 
candidates should show graduate study in that area of special emphasis, e.g. 
“Women In Philosophy”.   In all other cases for faculty who meet minimum 
standards, the Philosophy Discipline Committee strongly recommends that 
department chairs will use these guidelines in making their staffing decisions. 
 

PHIL 1301 – All candidates who meet minimum requirements for teaching 
Philosophy.   In the case of the “Special Emphasis” course “Philosophy of 
Knowledge, said candidates must show graduate study in epistemology, 
including logic and critical thinking. 
 
PHIL 1304 – MA in Philosophy, or minimum requirement with at least 9 
graduate hours of study specific to the history of religion and/or Religious 
Studies included.    
 
PHIL 2303 – MA in Philosophy, or Master’s degree plus 18 graduate hours 
of analogous credit in mathematical logic. 
 
PHIL 2306 – MA in Philosophy, or minimum requirement with at least 9 
graduate hours of study specific to Ethics and/or Social and Political 
Philosophy included in 18 hours of PHIL.   In the case of courses that offer a 
discipline approved “Special Emphasis”, said candidates must show 



graduate study in that area of special emphasis, e.g. “Issues in Bioethics”, or 
“Integrity in Business”. 
 
PHIL 2307 – MA in Philosophy, or minimum requirement with at least 9 
graduate hours of study specific to Social and Political Philosophy included 
in 18 hours of PHIL. 
 
PHIL 2316 – MA in Philosophy, or minimum requirement with at least 9 
graduate hours of study specific to Ancient and/or Medieval Philosophy 
included.   In the case of courses that offer a discipline approved “Special 
Emphasis”, said candidates must show graduate study in that area of special 
emphasis, e.g. “Plato and Neo-Platonism”, or “Aristotle and 
Aristotelianism”. 
 
PHIL 2317 – MA in Philosophy, or minimum requirement with at least 9 
graduate hours of study specific to Modern and/or Contemporary Philosophy 
included.   In the case of courses that offer a discipline approved “Special 
Emphasis”, said candidates must show graduate study in that area of special 
emphasis, e.g. “Women in Philosophy”, or “Art and Aesthetics”. 
 
PHIL 2321 – MA in Philosophy with at least 9 graduate hours in the 
Philosophy of Religion, and/or Religious Studies included. 
 
PHIL 2289/ 2389 – MA in Philosophy, or minimum requirement.  In the 
case of courses that offer a discipline approved “Special Emphasis”,  said 
candidates must show graduate study in that area of special emphasis, e.g. 
“Aesthetics in the Community”, or “Gender and Community Values”.   This 
is a service learning course and must conform to HCC guidelines for Service 
Learning curriculum. 
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